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 CONFIDENTIAL d

1. (U) REFCRENCES:

DRV

a. 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment OPCRD 28-67 (Operation

" FARGO), 18 December 1967,

b. Maps, Vietnam, 1:50,000, Series L701L and L7016, Sheets
6232 I, II; 6332 1, IT, III, IV; 6333 II,

2. (U) TYPE OF OPERATION: FARGO was primarily a reccnnaissance
in force operation coupled with a secondary mission of road clearing
and road security.

3. (U) DATZS OF OPERATION: FARGO was conducted fram 21 Dec 67
to 21 Jan 68,

Lo (U) LOCATION: The reneral area of reconnaissance in force
operations included the northern sector of Binh Lonp Province and the
northeastern sectar of Tay Ninh Province. Road clearing operations
were conducted along National Hirhway 13 between An Loc (XT762907)
and Loc Ninh (XU739098).

5. (U) CONTROL HEADCUARTERS: The 1lth Armared Cavalry Reziment
conductod Operation FARGO under the operational control of Headquarters,
II Field Farce, Vietnanm,

6. (U) REPCRTING OFFICER: The reperting officer for this report
is Colonel Jack MacFarlane, Cammanding Officer, 1lth Armared Cavalry
Recjmnto .

7. (C) GIMIRAL: Operation FARGO was undertskon to counter in-
creased enemy activity in the newly-formed Military Rezion 10 (Binh
Long and Phuoc Long Provinces). The operation was initiated Ly the
1st and 2nd Squadrons and subsocuently joined by the 3rd Squadrea on
30 Dec 67. This was the first oporation since its deployment to
Vietnem in which the regimont was employod as a unit. The first
reconnaissance in force opuration was initiated on 26 Dec 67 ULy the
lst Squadron operating from Loc Ninh north along llichway 13 to the
Cambodian border, Rame Plew clooring orerations alonp Hichwoy 13
fram An Loc to Loc Ninh also bepan on 20 Dec 67 anct continued until
12 Jan 68 when the mission was comnleted, The reciment continued
to conduct roconnaissance in force operations until the termination
of Operation FARGO on 21 Jan 68, (Sco Annex A - Task Orcanization)

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE: Oporation FARGO carricd the re;iment deep
into the newly-farmed rilitary Region 10, comrrdscd of Binh Long and
Phuoe Long Province. In this re-ion, thc 5th and 9th Viet Cong Di=-
visions and the 7th NVA Division were ablo to roazct to resimental
oporations,
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b. Order of Battle:

(1) 5th Viet Cong Division: Hq Sth VC Div was located
northeast of Bu Dop Village (XU9729) alon: the Cambodian berder. The
division was considered combat effective in personnel, ecuipment, and
possibly training. Of the threoe subordinate rozimonts, the 88th NVA
Regiment was in the same general arca, while the 275th VC Resiment
operated south of Sonz Be Village (YUl708). These subordinate units
had sustained heavy casualtics in actions near Sonz Be, Howover, by
the start of Oparation FARGO, these units hed enjoyed sufficient time
to retrain and resroup, especinlly in view of their proximity to the
Cambodian infiltration routes, The 274th VC Ro~iment was opcrating
on an independent mission in tho Hat Dich iroa (YT3006) and did not
influenco rogimental operations,

_ (2) 9th Viet Cong Division: Hq 9th V¢ Div was located
north to nartheast of Loc Ninh Village along the Cambodicn terder, Its
three subordinato regiments were just inside Cambodia in & posture that
throatencd the Bu Dop~Bo Duc arca. The 9th VC Div was consicered mar-
Ginally cambat effective following scvere losses in defoats at Loc
Ninh and Bu Dop in late Octobor and early Doccmbor, The ability of
this division to quickly remroup was displayed by the New Yeart!s Doy
attack on tho US 25th Infaniry Division Firc Support Base BURT (XT4980)
noar the Fish Hook Ropgion, socuthwost of the Rozimental area of Opera-
tions, The Viot Conj attacked with olements of the 271st and 272nd

VC Repiments, suffurin; a serious defeat as tho infantrymen sounted
382 Viet Conz bodios on tho battleficld, This roversal reduced the
possibility of the 1lth irmared Cavalry Rogiment engazing the 9th

VC Div in a decisive action, as the enomy had been forced to with-
draw and regroup. '

(3) 7th NVA Division: Only the 165th NVA Roziment,
located south of Chon Thanh Villace (XT7762) astride National Hizhe
way 13, was imodiately available for omployment in Militery Recion
10, It was considcered marginally combat effective following unsuc-
cossful offenscs along National Hi-hwny 13. The othor subardinate
units, thc 10lst NVA Re;imunt rnd tho 241st NVA Rogiment, were come
rdttod in the Michelin Rubber Tlontation and nartlwestern War Zone
C, respectively., Neithor poscd en irsdnent threat to Operation
FARGO, '

(4) Tho B525 Training/feplacement Division remained
deep in Cambodia, wost of Loc Ninh Villaje. The 76th Roplacemont
Regiment (=) continuod narthoast of Loc Ninh Villaze, -also in Cenme
bodia, :

- (5) Tho An Loc Platoon and tho Loc Ninh Platoon, toth
local puerrilla units which were rogardoed as combat effective, were
availabloc for activities noar their villesos end aleng Netional

Page 2
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Highway 13,

‘ce Intellizence Scixrccs:

(1) Initiel dnta on Operation FARGO was wrovided by
linison visits by rosimental staff officcrs to Hq, II Field Force
and Hq, lst Infantry Division.

(2) ZAdditicnal detailed intellirence was developed
from information obtained froem US Army Specizl Forces ~nd iIVN
sources permanently assirned to the area. A significant intelli-
© rence base was availeble at the conclusion of Operation F/RGO, and
the information was 1rovided to the 1st Infantry Division in antic-
ipation of thoir future opcrations in the region,

(3) Bocause of the heavy cnomy cencentration in the
aren, tho E-63 Personnel Detector was usod axtensivoly to confirnm
possible cnemy locations, Additionally, infornation from SLAR mis-
sions pointed toward enemy infiltration throush the Fish Hook Ie-
fion and tho arca northeast of Loc Ninh Villago, Infra-red nissions
wore larsoly inconclusive due to the verious small fires which occur=
rod,

(4) The Royirontal Long Rence Reconncissance Patrol
operatod extonsively, nrovif.in" accurate indications of enemy active
ity. /idditionally, thoir rolc in stoy-bohind ambush patrols wes
expanded with oaxcollent results. (See SQction 16, LESSCNS LERINED,
Para b, ’ (1).)

¢, Terrain and Veather:

(1) The terrain was runerally suitalle for lor;o-sccle
armor novoment. Tho primary restrictions were ocensionnl steep mul-
lios and densc Junsls which recuircd junrclo-bustine techniquos.

: (2) Dry sonson conditions continuod throughout Opera-
tion PARGO. ‘No rain was rocerded and warn afternoon tenmporaturos

in the 90-derrco range wore comon, ZIvoning temperatwros were very
cool, often dropping into tho hi-h 50~le:;roc ren;e. Licht winds

out of the northeast wure usunlly varialle. Skios wure clear with
only ocoasional scattered clouds. Zarly nornin: patches of ground
fog in the lowlands occasionally rostricted loenl visilility.

0, Enomy Roaction:

(1) Viot Conz reaction to Oparation FIRGO was unex-
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(2) Secattcred light contacts werc a daily occurrence
as reviously safe enerty nrons woerc entered, Individual and snnll
unit harassing tactics with AT rockets and sniper fire provailed.

(3) On 6 Jan, the resiment had its only majar contact
of tho opearation when tho 2nd Battalion, 86th NV.. Resimont, which
had rocently moved from the Bu Dop arca, attempted to ambush H Com-

» 2nd Squadron, as that unit oporated in the Fish Hook Resion.
Seo Soction 11. KEECUTION.)

(4) An intonse small-unit encountor occurred on 9
Jan when L Troop, 3rd Squadron, on a roconneissance in force mission
in northarn Toy Ninh Province, was attacked by sn l8-man armor-killer
tm. (SOO Scction 11, WUTION.)

e, Overlay Data: Tho followin: are locations of cnemy
units priar to Oporation F/RGO. Only those units considarod a threat
. or available to suppart Oporztiona with the No-imental Area of Opera-
tions are listod: ,

UNIT TOCATION

" COSVN - XT149L
66th VC Gu-rd Roct RTLLOY

" Hq 5th VG Div  YU2039
88th NVA Rogt YU2739

275th V¢ Sort - yu1702

Hq 7th NVA Div XT5993
165th NVA Ro;t . ¥T7268

Hq 9th VC Div XUB67

‘ 2718t VC Rogt XU9726
O 272nd VC Rogt Xu9825
W' 273rd VO Rogt XU9729
Hq Militery Ropion 10 - YUL9LO

e 3525 Ropl/mng Div Xu4300
' i mu Repd Regt (=) 1232

Pago b -
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UNIT ~ LOCATION ,
85th Rear Sve Gp ' Unlocated, possibly XU93LL
86th Rear Sve Gp " YU2829

9+ -(C) MISSION: Commoncing 21 Dec 67, the 11th Armored Cavelry
Reiment was to conduct operatiomns in the Cuan Loi-Loc Ninh-Bu Dop area
to desiroy onemy main forco units, mrimarily tho 271st, 2721d, and
273rd Viet Cong Repiments, clear and socure National Hishway 13 frem
An Loc to Loc Ninh, and provent enemy infiltration into the aree froam
Cambodia. The regiment was also to bo propared to counter any VO/NVA
threat developing in the southwust Fish Hook (XT5895) and Tonz Le Chen
(XT622810) arons on crdars from IX Fiold Forco.

10, (C) CONCEPT OF THE OPFRATION:

a, Phnso I: On 21 Doc 67, the 11th /CR nminus the 3rd Sguad-
ron wes to move from tho vieinity of Ial Xne to in Loc. On 22 Dec it
was to attack north to Loc Ninh »nd opon and uprrade National Highway
13 to Grade 50, In addition, it wns to conduct lend clearinz opera-
tions to a minimum of 100 motaers on cach sido of Hizhway 13 from the
bridpe in vicinity XT722973 to Loc Ninh to permit movement of a heavy |
artillory battory end ongincer equirmunt to Loc lNinh., It was also to

ovide soourity for enzincor conctiruction of Fire Support Base
gtmooes) in vicinity Loc Ninh until OL2400K Jon 68, On orders the
3rd Squadron wns to move from Blackhorsc Bnsc Camp to join the repi~
nont ir the Loc Ninh arca.

bs Phase II: On arder, the roriment was to attack 2long
the Loc Ninh=Bu Dop sxis, dostroy Viet Con- cnd NVA forces in the
trea of oparations, and open Riclway 1h4 botwcon Loe Ninh and-Bu
Dop.

¢, Phaso III: On order the rogirunt wns to conduct recon~
naissanco in forco oporntions in tho area of oporaticms to destroy
VC/NVA forcos and cstablish scourity positions to block infiltratiem
t:: Cambodin during TET in coardin~tion with tho 10lst Airborne
D siod.

d. Throuchout the oporation, on ericr from II Field Farce,
the roginont was to bo proparod to counter VC/NVA throats developing
in the southwost arca of operations in the vicinity of the Fish Hook/
Tong Le Chon Ne;ions,

u. (6) t Oparation F/RGCO was initiated on 21 Dec
67 wvhen the 1st Squadrons of tho llth Arnored Cavalry Reai-
nont displacod fram the Bon Cat-Phuce Vinh arca (locntion of Operoe
tion QUICKSILVER) to the F/IRGO Area of Operatiome (soo /nnex B, Op=
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erations Overlay). The lst Sauadron attacked into AO Benrsal, north
of An Loc, 220645H Dec to estaLlish laarer positions Alpha (XT717-
978) and Bravo (XT720997), Fire Suprort Base Tom (XU725016) and to
support 2nd Squadron's AQ Battle north of /.0 Bengal, The 2nd Squad-
ron moved through AO Benpal to secure Fire Support Base Farry (XU730-
085) in the vicinity of Loc Ninh and to estatlish Fire Surport Base
Dick (XU7406). Objectives for this phase of the operation. (22 - 26
Dec) were the security of National Iishway 13 4n ihe’ squadron's AO's,
the construction of three fire supuert vases (Tom, Dick, and Harry),
and the construction of Forward Supply Area and the Reyimontal Come
mond Post ot Loc Ninh (XU739098). .

The Christmas Holiday Truce took place frém 241800H Dec to 251800H .

Dec, There warc two minor incidents durin: this period. A listening
post from B Troop ocbserved two Viet Cong aproaching its position at
250200H Dec and tock them under fire, At 250800H Dec an OH~-23G in
which the lst Squadron Commander was makins o reconnaissance near the
Canbodian border roceivod autonatis weapons fire, '

On 26 Doc Romo Plow oporations ware bojun by the 168t Engineer
Cempany (coordinated by the €O, 919th En~‘nuer Carpany) to clear the
i ¢ to a distance of 100 meters on both uidos of Hichway 13 froam
X7 (vicinity An Loc) to XU74L3073 (vicinity Lo Ninh) and oon-
tinued until 12 Jan 68 when tho ojporation was camploted, During the
period of the oparation, the onrineer worl: toams cleared 950 acros
of lirht to heavy junrlo, thoroby virtually oliminating Viet Cong
tax collection points and anbush sitos along this partion of Hichway
13. (8ow Section 12, Supparting Porcos, m{'.ineor.su

Also on 26 Doc the lst Squadron minus A Troop movod north of
Loe Ninh alon; Riphway 13 to the Combodian barder to condust the
first reconnaissanco in force onoration of Opuration NRGO. A Troop
remainod bohind to socurv AC Bongal and wis roplacod by G Troop,
2d Squadron, OPCON to the lst Squadron far the duration of the mis-
sion. At 1300 hours, Encincer Suppart Baso Bill (XU704178) was cs~
tablished, and all manocuver olcnonts wers deiloyed ia AO Cajrice.
Oparations wore conductod alons Hiphwny L3 to the Canbodian berder,
tut no enuny contact was findo, At 271.00:1 Duc, the mission was ter-
minated without incident and by 1600 haurs all cloments had rcturned
to A0 Bonral. Upon arriving et Loo Nink, G Troop reverted to the
control of tho 2nd Squadron, and A Troop rcturnod to lst Souadron
control,

The 2nd Squadron cmductod an oxtensive roconnaissance in force
operation during; 29-30 Doc in the aroa nxrthoast of Los Ninh, but
the ey avoided all contact with the sjundron.

mmmﬁommmdomnm@ummu
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base narthwest of Loe Ninh elon; Eirtway i (XU739098). From
this location, the souadron conductod loeal reconnaissance in
force operations during the puriod 1-5 Jan 66, Lirht'contect
was made on soveral oceasions with cneny REG tenns s possibly
operating in conjunction with a tax collection point,

In January the lst Squadron continued its nission of sccuring
tho Rerimental Cormiand Fost »_the Forward Supply ~rea, the Rome
Plow toams cluaring Histway 13, and the loristical convoys Letween
Loc Ninh and An Loc, In acdition, troop-size reconnaisssnce in
force operations wero concuctod daily durin: the pariod 6-11 Jan
by B Troop and D Conpany, resulting in tho Udscovery ani destruc-
Jté.%xegg nunerous cnery bunkors in the vicinity of :U765138 and

9.

On 6 Jan the only rajor contact of the operation occurred
whon the 2nd Squacron was antushcd Ly the 2ne Battalion, 88th NVA
Loginent, in the donsc junile of the Fish Fook Re.don (X15895),
southwest of the Blackhorso 40, it 0808 hours, an advance olenent
of the enomy forec attackod anturely, ~nd lod H Cenpany to be-
lieve initindly that thay had contact with only an ey squad,
An NVI, soldier capturcd after the battle revenled that his supori-
ars had told hin the ambush woull Le dirceted 2. ainst & truck con-
voy. Undoubtidly surprised by the wnopectedly hoavy return fire
which the tanks delivered, tho North Vietnamcse soldicrs retreatod
fron their bunkers alon: the cntire lunsth of theip anbush position,
H Compeny parsucd, but its pancuveralility wis suveroly restricted
by the thick verctation in the arel,  Heavy rround cantact eentinued
until 1030 hours when H Ccnpany withdrew to allow closo air support
and artillery fires to bo Lrourht to. bear upon tho snomyts positions,
Sovon airstrilkos wure mado, wnployins napalm, hich explosive bombs,
and 20 eannon fire. Holicopter .unshis alse assrulted snemy Lo-
cations, E Troop was then roved into the area and aftur dismounting,
it participatod in » comlined tank-infantry swoop of the area with
H Capany. This nmncuver succoedud in routin:: rny renyning cnemy
cloments, The suing pursuit, howover, failsd to ro:ain contact
with tho cnoy, and air strikes and artillory wore called in on sus-
pocted onary withdrawal routus, . subsoquent search of the aroca
rovoaled that 40 onomy had been ¥iZled (vedy count). Ono priscmcr
of war was takon, US losscs wore {hree kilisd and six wounded,
In addition, threo iX=47, ono NPG-7, and ui-ht RFC-~7 raunds wero
captured, 20 camy lLunkars wore discoverod nsd custroyed at the
axbush site.

On 6 Jan the 3rd Squacdron noved sccthisst along Hichway 246
to the vicinity of the Spocial Parcos Canp at Ton: Lo Chon (XT622-
810). The squadrom votatlishod a fimo suppcert Lnsc and initiatod
rocannaissance in force opcraticons in nartharn Tay Ninh Province,

-
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'~ On 9 Jan, while operating south of the Fish Hook Region (XT5895),
- . the 3rd Squadron, 1lth AiCR, had contacts with scveral three-man c ST
‘ - arnor-killer toams from the 271st VC Lieriment. The enemy achioved SRR TS T
'~ moderate success as “he US losses were six WHA and cne tank demaged,. Co
The enamy force suffered no known casualtics, The cense junrle
enabled the cnomy to achicve surprise and scverely hampered effective
engagenent and pursuit by the squadron. A Hei Chanh who was involved
in this action stated that ho was one of 18 enemy soldicrs who left
their Lase camp in Cambodia every morning in six three-nan DPG-7
] : armer-killer teams and noved south into the squadron's 0. Ho fur-
ther stated thet a tvam consisted of one runner armed with the now
RPC~7 (Rocket Propelled Gronade) and two armmnition Loarers carry-
ing threo rockets each and armed with /XL7. The nission of each
tenn was to destroy ono armored vehiele and thon roturn to base
ereas within the Fish Hook Rei-ion across the Cambodian Lorder.

On 10 Jen the 3rd Scuaron becane OFCCN to the 3rd Brirade,
25th Infantry Division, and participated in Cucration YELLOWSTONE,
, ‘ conducted wost of the Fish Hook Rurion in.Tay Ninh Frovince. The
squairon, operating with the 2n¢ Battalion, 22nd Muchrnized! Infantry,
performed roconnaissance in foreo oporntions in this area with only
Jicht contact limited to minini' and armor-killer tenn attacks. On
13 Jan the 3rd Sauadron reverted to rerinental centrol.

© 0o o= memeoco & g

The 3rd Squadron moved fraa Tong Lo Chon en 14 Jan and estab-
Ushud defensive positions alon Hifhway 13 in the Loc Ninh areca,
The 3rd Squadron also assuried the dutius proviously assimed to the
1st Squadren of securing the Rerimental Coarmand Fost and Farward
Supply Area and ;roviding cscort for the lo-istical convoys Lotween
In Loc and Loc ¥inh, It continued thesc nissicns until 21 Jan when
Oporation F/NCGO wns terminated,

On 14 Jan tho lst Squiron moved northenast on Reute L4A toward
Bu Dop under CPORD F.LGO LINCOLN. While movin;; toward Fire Support
Base Knife (XUEE4L185), D Company captured two Viet Conr in vicinity
Xug75185. B Troop and D Canpany estat.lished Fire Support Base Knife
and A Troop and ¢ Troop occcupied Firs Suppert Base Slooper (XUeC0125).
During subsoquent reconnaissance in force opcrations in vicinity .
Fire Suppart Base Knifu, D Conpany nnde two contncts with small Viet
Conz patrols, killing one encay scldier. Three -lnys later, o Viet
Cong; believed to have tuen wounded in one of the fights rallied to
B Troop.

. & Troop, sonrching in vicinity XU850155 where ane of its /CiVls
had been struck by an PG round, located a recontly cccupied tattal- .
ion-sizo tasc cmp., Capturcd matorial wns uvacusted, and tho camp
was destroyed,

Page 8
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On 17 Jon ik lst Squadron minus B Troop and D Company at Fire
Support Base Knife, moved from Fire Support Base Sleerer. Howitzer
Battery moved into Fire Sunport Dase Knife while the rest of the .
squadron continued to Fire Suppert Base Sharp (XU854153)., Reconnais-
sance in force operations were conducted from these. fire support
tases until 19 Jan when the entire squa ron wns consolidated at Fire
Support Base Sleeper for a two~lay nnintenance period in jreparation
for future operaticns ond the AGI/CIII to.le held in Felruary.

On 21 Jan the 2nd Squadron ternminated Operaticn F/NGO and moved
intc attack positions along Highway 13 ‘to join the 10lst Airbcerne
in Operation ATTALA/CASEY. :

12, (C) SUPPCRTING FORCES:

a. Artillery

(1) Artillery units firing in support of the regiment
during Operaticn FARGO were the organic howitzer latteries; A Battery,
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery; anc C Batiery, 6th Battalion, 27th
Artillery., The two bvatteries from the Z7th Artillery were assigned
the mission of general sujport to the 1lth Arncred Cavalry Legimont
by II Field Fcrce Artillery. Each was a camposite 17 8¥ Lattery
and could ccver the regiuent!s operations to within 2000 neters of
the Camberian lcrder. Also under reginental operational comtrol
was one platcon of M42's (twin LQun dusters) of A Battery, 5th Bat-
talion, 2nd Artillery, e searchlight platoon (four lights) of I
Battery, 29th Artillery, and a soction of }55's (four cal. ,50 ma-
chineguns) of D Battery, 71lst irtillery (iD). Those elemonts were
integrated into tho perineter defense plan far the Loc Ninh area
an:. the Rogimental Forward Support area, in the vicinity of the Loc
Ninh airstriy.,

(2) The ty;es of artillery fires cuployed during FARGO
were:

(a) Dofonsive concentrations

(b)_ Ctserver-ac justed missions

(¢} Harassient an’ irterdiction

(d) Navigational

(o) Proparations

(£) Pre-;lanned fires on call B
Page 9
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, “(3) The following Fire Supnort Bases were used by
supporting artillery units c‘urlng FARGO

(a) FSB Tan (XU7201) ' How Btry 1/11.

(b) FSB Dick (XUT406) - How Bti-y ‘2/11
(e) FSB Harry (XU7207) C Biry 6/27 Arty
(d) FSB Pat (XT6899) How Btry 2/11
(e) FSB San (XU7912) How Btry 3/11
(£) 4n Loc (XT7899) i Btry 6/27 Arty

(4) Each of the above FSB locations was within range
of at least one of the other ISB locations and within range of the
Composite General Support Battery at Cuan Loi, This positioning
insured nmaximm artillery support. JdArtillery fires were available
throughout the legimental A0 and were irmediately on call during
each of the scuadrons! reconnaissance in force operations. Another
factor enhancing the effectiveness of the artillory support was the

0=l aircraft provided daily Ly IL Fickl Force far an aerial artillery

observer, This air obscrver was available for all convoy roves as
woll as during tactical operations. By use of this aircraft, observed
artillery fires could te utilized for 'reclsmn fire or follow—up

of intelligence reperts as required,

(5) New Techniques: During Operation FiRGO, each time
a fire support basc was vacated, fires were scheduled on that location

and incorporated as H&I fires. Also, at varying times throughout the -

night, nassed fires would be deliverced on the vecant FSB. Previous
experienco showed that the Vict Cong dug up- vacatod FSB for itoms of
use to them or onplaced minos to harass returning artillery units,

Incarporating those locations in the H&I fires and keoping thom under

surveillance reduced Viet Cong access to these areas,
L. Engincer

(1) Direct cnginccr support was provided Ly the 919th
Ingineer Conpany (Armered). Initially, the lst Platoon, 919th In-
ginoers, provicded suppert to the lst Squadron, and the 3rd Platoon
suppertod the 2nd Squairon, When the 3rd Squadron joined the orpera=-
tion on 30 Doc, the 2nd Flatoon provided it with direct support.
Throughout the oporation, the company command post was located with
the Roginental Cormand Post.

(2) During the first phase of the oporation, the 919th
Page 10
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Enginecr Ccmuany was charged with coordination of the route clear..ng
nission along National Highway 13 from XT762907 to XU743073. A tean
of 8 Reme Plows was organized and assignod as follow3° . o '

ROME FLOS: UNIT:
X 919ti1 Engineer Compeny (irmored) !
L 9th Infantry Division |
2 557th Light Equipment Compeny
1 Hq Conpeny, 168th Enginecr Battalion (C)

(3) The company was. also charged with the responsitile-
ity of constructing defensivo tunkers and sircraft revetnents in the
Farward Support Arca at Loc Ninh. This platoon-sized mission was
rotated among the three platoons soclected as the tactical situation
pernmitted., To satisfy the irmesiate need for helicopter rovetments,
700 empty 55 gallon POL druns wore transperied from Guan Lol to the
Forward Support irca. Elcuents of the com:eny constructed two fixed-
wing revotnonts and six Ukl rovetmumnis. o of tho UH-1 revetments
were canstructod using M-8 matting.

(L) ' The conpany also conducted jungle clearing opera=
tions to rrovide suitable arons for landing zones and cormand rosts,
In addition to the land clearing operations, tho company dug emplace-
nonts for vohicles and constructed berms around the comand post lo-
- cations using its argenic tank-cdozcrs and Lulldozer,

(5) Ono laterite Larrow pit was doveloped at XU727029
for the murposc of filling 55-gallon drums to Le used in aircraft
rovetnionts and for genernl fortification work. 10,000 culic yards
of £ill were rrovidud fram this pit, which was caaplotoly stripped
at thu tormination of the ororatien.

(6) During the continuing mine swoeping operations,
elcnont.a of the 919th Eaginours detected and destroyed five antitank
mines and ovacuated one entitank mine (MlALl) for ovaluation. The
conpany lost one M4SA3 Tank-lozer (uc to mino demage when the tank
struck an ostinated 35-pound mine at XTS7CsL3.

¢. Chenicals
(1) E-63 Personnol Detoctor Miasions: Tho 33rd Chomi-
cal Dotachment conducted alnost daily rorsmnul detector missions over

suspected cnemy Lase camp sites and infiltration routes along the
Cambodian Lorder. ‘ .

iage 11
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: (2) Riot Control agent (C3) © crations: On 20 Jan &8
ten E-158 CS Cluster Babs were droppel Irat a Uk-1D oh a suspected
enemy force discovercd Ly a personnel desector tission which imredi-

" ately rreceded it. Following the ¢S drep, artillory was fired into

the area with unknown results,

dv Army Aviation:

(1) General: The aviation clements supportet the regi-
ment with (16) OH-23G, (12) UH-1D, and 19 UH-1C. The OH-23G were
flown a total of 747 hours, consumed 13,416 gallons of 115/145 fuel,
and transparted 1,048 passengers, The UH-1C arped helicopters flew
657 hours, consured 36,135 gallons of JpP-4 fucl, and fired 235,075
rounis of 7,62m, 968 rounds of 2.75 inch, and 1,291 rounis of LOmm,
Three structures were destroyed, The UH-ID helicozters flew 634
hours, caonsumed 37,540 gallens of JP-4 fucl, transported 3,878 pas-
sengers and carrie? 38 tons of cargo (1,26 tons per dey).

(2) BEuployment:

Mamber of: Sortigg_

Comnand & Recon rministrative Aeria
Control gz_ﬂtcrt &
lieaction

OH-23G 1,545 - 27 258 Force
UH-1C 6 760
UH-1D 215 38 1,250

Troop Lift Corpo Lift Casualty Evacuatior

385 96 . 0

Total Sortics 4,630
(3) Maintensznce:

On Hond Available
OH-23G 16 1.8
UH-1C 12 9.5
UH-1D 19 15.3
6. Alr PFarce
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(1) The Regimental Tacticel Air Control Party (TACP)
was located with the Regimental Cormand Post tircughout the opera-
tion, Aircraft were flown out of Loc Winh durding the “ay with an
eircraft on night alert also at Loc Hinh, Operatieps At Loc Ninh
were nace feasible LUy transyorting o fuel jump from Bien Hoa Air
Base and Ly eonstruction of revctuients on the air{io,ld..

. (2) Wnile at Loc Ninh, the radio na.mt fran an }108
Joop was. installced in the S-3 idr track. This g'xw tetter recep=
tion/transmdssion power on all radios in addition‘to givirg greater
protectien 4o the radios and oparater, :

(3) Sarties Flown:

-1 122
F-100 1L
F-LC 16
B-57 2
=37 7
(4) Orcnance Expendel: (in rounds)
LAaU-27 260
MK-82 291
¥K-81 12
M(-117 133
CBU 6
Rockets 16 v
CaAliber .50 1600
2000 £,9,200
7.62m 57,800

(5) Baml Damegu asscssncnt:

Bunkars Destroyorl
Danagod

Page 13
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Uncovered - 1
Trenches Dostroyed 25
Uncovered 30
Trails Uncovered 85
- Structures Destroyed 7
Danaged . 1
Foxholes Destroyed 10
Uncovered 2

f. Civic .“ffairs/l’sychological Worfare:s The Civie Affairs
efforts were dirccted at ccorlinating road-clearing operntions along
Highway 13, rayid jroccssing of incidents with Victnanese civilians,
and repairing damage done to civilian properire Beforo the oyration
began, it was ceciced that road clearing oj¢rotions in the Regimental
Camnand Post and Forward Sujpport irea locations would not be coordie
nated until the regiment arrived in the arca of onerctions. This was
done in order to ‘isguisc the timing ans nature of Operation FARGO.
The Psychological VWrrfare cffort consisted of a Chicu Hoi campeign,

a rowwd campign, rarid reaction to intelligence, end a special
cffort dovoted to familiarizing thu population in thoe FiRGO Jrea of
Ovarations with the purposc of the operation.

( l) Civiec Affairs:

(2) Two prollens floveloped in this area, The
wwovince chiof of Long Binh irovince ¢id not wont rubler troes cut
along the roacs, arnd the nenagenent of the GO rPlantation in Loc
Ninh was displecased with the presence of tho reginent in tho area,
The resolution of thesc Aifficultics, prrticularly thoss with the

plnnthion owncr occupiod consideralle time £ien 22 Doc 67 to 15
Jan .

(L) The resistance of the rovince chief wrs
overcame when Lt, Genorad bivyan:, CSomwnnding General, IT Field Force,
convincerl the IIT Ccorns Camander that ruller trocs should te cut
whan thero was a cofiniiv tactical nced to do so.

(¢} The plantation manazument was concasned for
sovaral roasons, First, thuy 2id not Jile the rogirent's occupation
of plantation land along the ajrstrip. Sceond, thoy folt that their
own socurity was threatenc? ly the jrcsuace of tacticsl units which
night invite Viot Cong attacks, Third. they fearsd that the roginent's
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eventual departure would lead to reprisals, - The management there--
fore requested that the rcginent cithur re-locate its Command

Post ar include the haucs of the rionagenont inside its perimeter.
Since the alrfield wns nccessary for operations and logistical
support, the first request could not be granted. The sseend re-

_ auest, if granted, would have rcquired tying additicnel combat

elenents to a static defense missicn; thorefors, it was also
denied. Despite this and the cutting of rubber trecs along the
airfield, the plantaticn managenent cooperated Ly offering a
water point and ypump for the reginent's usc and by providing
generel intolligence of the area,

(d) Civic action was linited prinmarily Uy the
location and missions ¢f the squadrons during the operaticn, 450
pounds of food were distrituted in the Loc Ninh ereca, and the
North and Scuth Gates of the village were repaired after they
wcre damaged by track vehicles, Finally, one MEDCAT was conducted;
and 33 peoplo wero treated,

(2) Psychelegical Werfare:

(a) 31 merisl leaficd missiens were flown in sup~
port of Orration FIRGO, dropping 2 teeal of 1,703,300 loaflets.,
27 cerindl loudspecker missiens wore flown, tcotaling 19 hours, 45
ninutes of Lroadcast tie, This cffert was coqually divided Letween
a re-Tet Chicu Hei cmpaign md 2 roword for infrrmation campaign.

(L) Thore was little responsce frem the Victhamese
poople in the arca of cperations. They were nct unfriendly tut
wore reserved, This was the first time that 2 US tectical unit
had renained in tho area for any length of tine, There was no
rasponse at all to the roward for infornntisn empaign.

(¢) Thres Hoi Chenks caria tn the roginont during
Operetion F/IRGC. One of thun had a foct Liam off which accounte
for his rallying, yot throc was an unusuelly high nunl.or of re=
turneos for such a short yvoriods Until the reginent arrived, no
ocneontrated PSYOrS had been conducted in the arca, and little
of what had Leon cone was in conjunction with tacticel opurations,
This nay account for ths two unwounded Hoi Cheanhs, i tape ro-
cerding of onch of thuee roturnues wes mrde fao Unedicte PSYCrS
loudspoaker oxplolintioan,

13. (C) RESULTS:

Friendly Losscs
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Personnel: KTA WIA i
| 13 79 |
Equipment: Domaged
2 2 1
Destroyed
2 9
Engy Losses

Personnecl:  KIA (BC)  KIA (Poss) DM Hoi Chanhs  Detainees
L9 22 3 3 23

Fortifications: Bunkers Foxholes Euts Bace Canps

661 158 8
Equipment: Duds Mines AX-47 RPG-2 Rds RPG-3 Rds RPG=7 Launcher
6 8 5 L 1 1
RPG=7 Rds Gren Leuncher Gren Mort Rds Doc(in lbs) Mod Supl{in 1bs)
7 2 23 8 39 2
Clothing(in 1lbs) Bambs Tstaceolin 1bs)
100 3 122
Foodstuffs(in pounds): Ricc Sugar Candy -

2543 1200

g

1. (FOUO) ADMINISTRUDIVE MATTERS:

a., Logistical Support:
(1) During Opcration FARGO, tho rogiment was suppertod
logistically from a Forward Suppoert Area (FS/. Lowis) ostahlished bty
the Saigon Support Coumand. FS/\ Lowis was formed at An Loc on 23

Frge 16
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Dee 67, moved to Loc Hinh o1 24 mind 25 Dee 87 and was actively
supporting the reginens ly 26 Dee &7,

(2) The IS4 vroviced Closs I, ITI, /i IV, and
: linited Class IV suplis > Wzluding ohigineer ftens and Lareicr
materinls, ifintenance Srport Ly the 551st Liaht ]

.l-o.;'.
Company, A launsry ~nd bLath piatocn,
section constituted the reraining

-3t

rintonaaice
Lravas roglatratioa
cupport rrovided by FaL Lowis,

A oa

Cdaa

(3) F3i Lowis was stosied Ly the 29th Genoral
Suprort Group utilizing lo-istical conveys originating in the
Long Binh area, The convoy schodule rroviced fer +wo nerthtound
and two southboun: conveys during a five—lny pericd,

(£) The surport rencercd Ly F3.4 Lewls mroved to
te adeauate to su; piy the roginons. Caly two excentions were
noteworthy, /. critienl shortrge of 30-ueight oil developen and
required a week to rectify. The refilling of expended vehicle
¢ fire extinguishers wns a prolicn throughout the opuration,

(5) Logisticnl convoys wure utilizod by the scund-
rons as the prineipal neans of rasuwply. Convoy novemsad within
the reginent wos coatrolicd Ly the regimencal S-4. Convoys mov-
ing south of in Loc were coordinuted with the 1st Division Toanse
portation Ofiic: r,

(6) CH-L7 sertics wure uscd whenever, duo to the

tactical situation, it bocame impractienl or irpossillo to ro-

Supply by conve. [ tounl of 377 sortics wers flown in suppart
of Operation FARCO. a rrunkdown of sarties Ly equadron follows:

1st Squadron - 128
2nd Squidron - 9)
3rd feuriron - 158
(7) Tiree 1.500 are ane 3.€0 grlloreper-heus

erclabors provided waster Jer &' p girents  avorago wator con-
suption was 27,000 s:llons (ad ly.

(8) .lass IT( and v consunition totals for Opcratien
F.RGO follow:

(2) Cuines 17

otusul 231,030 glims
l.ogas ¢9,000 gallens

Poza A%
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(b) Class v

Ctg 5.56m 294,200 rds

Ctg 7.62mn 2,303,700 rds

Ctg Cal.. L’ 52,800 rds

Ctg Cal .50 152,850 rds

LOrm HB 18,690 rds

LOrm HE Linked 3,8L0 rds

4.2 in ¥E 12,540 rds

\ 4e2 in Tllun 180 rds

4.2 in WP 1,140 rds

90:m HE 150 rds ?

90 Candster 1,380 rds i

155m 1 7,320 rds |
* 155vm I1lun 51C rds '
; 2,75 in Tlockot HE 120 rds ‘
% Hand Gron, rag 1,740 rds

¢ Rarl Gren, Sty A11 Colers 2,340 rds

Kino, Clavmarc 720 ea

Flars, Trip 3,600 ca
Crorge, Deno CA 4,20 aa
Cord, Dut £7,200 1%

{9} Protlem /ruas: Fron the lLoginning of this
operation uintil the firsl week of Jan the water supply systun
mroved to be vrrcliallu, duc to rcmcated crdlator urcakdovms.
During this pericd, it Locans nzcessasy to dispateh frccuent
convoys to (uan Lo, tho newest Alternate source of wotable
wator,
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b. Signal:

(1) The initial planning for the operation was con-
ducted on 2 shart notice Lnsis, 4ll of the initial plonning and
coordination was accomplished in two days; however, the communi-
cations for Operation FiRGO were better than those of provious
opcrations,

(2) Cammunications to Higher Headquartcrs

(a) FYM-!M autamatic retransmission unit on
tho II Field Farce Cormand Net was ustablished by 53rd Signal
Battalion on Hill 837,

(b) U-8SB - .N/GRC 106 was provided by 53zd
Signal Battnlion for regimental usc in the II Ficld Ferce SEB
Camand Net. -

(¢) AN-TuDT - AN/TC 26 D was provided by 53rd
Signal Battalion for RATT carmnications in the II Ficld Force
Coamand Net DALTT.

T

(d) Land-lino 2MRG-73 12--channel VHF systcns
and 2RC~112 4=channol systuns wero wovided by 53rd Sigrnai Bat-
talion, ‘- A FGC=17 land-line ccrmicencer from the 53rd Signel Bat-
talion rovided land-linc telatype ccrwnieation, Land-line tele-

: phone camrmuniocations with IT Field Ferce wore naintained on the-
' VHF systens,

(3) Coamunications from Reginmental Fieid Location
to Base Camp:

(a) The distanee frem Loc Ninh to Blackhorse
Base Canmp procludod effective FM carmunications. No tase station
was sot up at Blackharsc sincs thero wore no tectical units of
the reginent at that locaticn,

e e remesme o

(b) AN-RATT camunisetions were naintained on
tho Rogirontal Cermand/Iuzclligonee Nos. The arganic An/VRC 25
provided suffisiont zi~hcus carmunication with the Laso camp.

(e) Twa VP land=lino circuits provided telo-
phone corraunicitions with the base canp.

(4) Special Byvdipront and Techniocues: an 82-foot
tedophone pole wis proviclid Ly ihe lut Signal Brigade fa usc with
the VilR astanaa v Whe cnot to Hill 037. This pole provided tho
puotnzary heigit Lo gib a cluar shot over tho rubber tress in the

. Roglninial Commnd lcsi area. :

Tage 19
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(5) Radio Nots and Telephone-Teletype Circuits Used:

(a) nadio Nots:

i Fi ncts as spocified in the 11th ACR
SO0I wore utilized,

2 AM-UTT carmnications on the Regimen-

tal Camend/Intelligence Net RATT and the IT Field Force Operations
Net, .

(v) Tclephone Circuits:

1 Internal shared trunk circuits were estab- A ‘
lished within the Reginental Cormand Post area in accordanse with _ ‘T
Field sOP. In addition, an F34 switthboard was cstablished. Shered
trunk circuits outside the Legimental Cormand Pcst and Forward Sup-

Ply irea included Quan ILoi » II Field Force TOC, Long Giao, and the
Special Farces Camp at Loc Ninh,

£ Throe dedicated circuits were established :
between the Regimental TOC and the IT Fiell Forse switehbeard, In ‘
addition, dedicated eircuits for coordination mirpsoscs were estabe i
lished with the 5th [V Division, the lst Brigade of the 1lst In- . ‘ %
fantry Division, the 1st Divisien frtillery at Quan Loi, and the
Air Cavalry Troop of the 11th ACT at Lai Khe,

PRI

45 in provious operations an excessive
anount of time was needed to esbablish telephone circuits exter-
nal to the Cormand Fost,

(e) A direect tactical teletype circuit was ese
tablished betweon the Reginentel TCC and II Field Feorce,

¢. Fersonnel ~nd Adrministraticn

(l) Adninistrative operatiens continued in a2 normal
manner. i message ceater was established in tho ferward arca  for
distribution of reports and rpeesages Lo forward units, Cowriecr
service was estahlished on o wwice-daily Lasis Letween hase camp
_ ana tho forward area, Casualty ond sirsngih reports for units.

E in the fiold were suat by radio to the Forwaré Cormand Post and
] forwarded to basc camp by telerhone, Casualty ressrts were then
telephoned to USARV from the base canp,

; (2) casualtics:

KIA 13
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WTA ‘ 79
Non-Battle Dead 2
Injuries 19

(3) rorsonnel Services:

() Religicus:

Catholic
Services ittendence
Field 68 N
Protestant
, Services attendance
Fleld 13 183

(b) Red Cross Clutmobile: The Clulmobile made
visits to the 24th and 93rd Evacuation dospitals in Long Bink,

(L) Discipline, Law, and Order:
sorious incidents during Operation F/RGO,
hicle accidents and snc scecidontel shooting

Thore were four
There wore three ve-

(5) iwerds end Docorationss

The following awards
wors mrocessed for Operation F/RGO:

Silver Star 5
Bronze Stap vy 28 )
+ir Modal wym L
ACH tym 9

15. (C) CQUENDTUS INLISIS:

Operation F/RGO achieved

‘Success in covniaring an incroase in eneny activity in the newly=

farmed Military Regioen 13, Tresumably bezause of Lhe prosence

of the llth irmarod: Cavalry Regimenv-—the 5th and 9th Viot Cong
Divisions alstainod from infiltrating large forcos into the srea

of operations with onc exception. On 6 Ja, the.2nd Battelion,

88th NVA Roginent, opercting with tao 5th Viet Cong Division,
enbushod B Conpary of the nd Squadren, The onemy lost 4O mon in the
battle which followed, Following this abortive attempt, the nejor
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enery units remsined encanped in sanctuaries acrcss thc‘ Cambodié.n

border and limited their operations to c‘ismtching armor-iciller _ .
teans of threec nen each on a caily Lasis. is a result of ‘this - S
haressrent, there was an incrcasc in the number of cnenmy contacts

after 6 Jan, but none of them was major in naturc,

The rogiment also accomplished its missicn of clearing 100
nmeters of jungle from the sides of National Highway 13 between
in Lo¢ and Loc Ninh. The sccurity of this partion of the road

“was greatly improved as a result of Operation FiRGO.

16, (C) LESSONS LE.RNED:

a, Opcrations:

(1) Item: Combined armor and infantry cpcrhtions
in the jungloc. -

()

infantry rust be c*oss-at.t.achd to asmor unlus. Thrmghout the
3rd Squadron's operations aleng Highwsay 13 an? in the Fish Kook
Region, thc nced for dismmunted infantry was quite apprarent. The
thiock Junglc mnde the tenks extrveriely vulneralle to armor-killer
terms, Throughout thess actions the RTG fire was 2irccied from
ranges of less than 25 feot.

' O:servaticn: Dismcunted infantry should te
used to provide armored vehicice with the necessary security to
allow then tc work in heavily vegetated arces. CIDG foreces vere
used as dismcunted infantry whilc working in the Fish Hook Ricgien;
however, they wure not accusteomed to werking with cavalry and the
language barricr was & prollcn,

(2) Item: VC/NVA minc activity in nertheastorn
Tay Ninh Provinco,

Discussion: Tho 3rd Squa‘ron encountored 15

AT mines in northeastora Tay MNinh Trevince. Those nines woro

both along Highway 246 as well ~s in the ,,unglo aren north of
the highwny. Tho mines apposrod to have Leen laid en routes used
by tracked wvohicles in tho prst, Thoy wore also laid in old fire
support bases ~nd landing zencs,

: Cbscrvaticn: The seuadren avoided the use of
all old roads end trails sfter naking this otservaticn, In addi-
tion, they did not use ~ny old firs su*rourt bascs,

Tage 22
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b, Jrbush Fotrols
(1) Itwa: LIRD stay=behing amlush patrels. -

Discussimm: The 1lth [armered Cavalry Degirent
LIIP proved very succese ml in a stay-bichind anmbush latrol role,
This unit was enployed three times in this type of missicn, twice
gaining cont~ct and killing a tetal of throc Viet Conge The most
effective teehnique was to derloy the IR in the aren of o com-
nand post closcd Ly one of the squ'\r’.rons, particularly if the
cornmnd pest was newr the Caubodinn Lorder.,

Obs,urvatlon: Em~ll bonds of Viet Ceng would
nove to the abandened conmand post location to cellect items of
value and to plant rdnes in the area to hinder US units which
rnight roturn to the old location. Toward the clesc of Operaticn
F.GO, the cncmy was nare reluctant to explore recently evacuated
camand posts.

(2) Iten: Doylignt ambush patrols around armor
laager positions,

Discussion: The 3rd Squacron was successful
in arushing Vict Cong forces by cstablishing platoon lasger
positions and sctting up daytire disncunted ambush patrols in
the surrounding areo.

Ouscrvtlon- The V:.ct Ccng soon looarn the

e e— o o &

or apmroach t.ho poaition withcut o:qnoc‘bing u.’.smuntod clononts
in the surrounding n~roe,

ce hAorial Opcrations:

(1) Iten: Deceptivoness ¢f asrial recennaissance
in the junglo.

Piscusaion: J[dtheugh tho aorial observor is
of high value 4o grmmd faecus in Jugio epxcrations, ho has cor- -
tain linitztions with regovd te assistiag pround nevensat, Even
when {lying at treeton lovel, it was la'u‘nec. that the aerial ob-
server cculd not ccrroctly c¢stimate the height or dansity cf tices
ad gras3, Bvon nere inpertant is the inability to carrectly
Judge soll trafficability fren the air. On several oceasions,
sraand cwnanders have besn directod Ly the acrial otserver to
apmrentl accessillo areas, only to discover that the ground
wes too saft to support armercd vshicles.

Cusarvation: The aciiel olsarver ¢ be of
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gle; however, only ground reconnaissance con deterrine the traf-
ficability of the terrein and the density of the foliagoe.

groat navigational nssistance to the ground cawander in the jun-

d. Civic Affirs:

(1) Item: .dvance coardination fer routc cloaring
and the location of cormand and logistical claments on rrivate
mroperty. : i
Discussion: Whonevar the security of an opera~-
tion pormits, advance coordination should e made fo rcute cleape
ing and tho location of cormand and logistieal elements on pri-
vate groperty, .bout ten days is nucessiry to ccordinate the cut—
ting of vegetntion (nostly trees with 2n cconenmic value) on pri-
vate property. Two or threce days advanicu coordination is desire
atle far unit locations on rrivate proparty.

Ohservaticn: Vinile advence coordinntion would
have aided substantielly in Rininizing reblems of route clearing
and location of tactical units on arivate preperty, the threat
of nines and booly traps and the caipraier of the reginent!s
arrival and mission in tho Loc Ninh avea moie such advance coor-
dination unwise during Overati-n F.DCO.

Annex A - Task Organization
Annexu-B---0p-Overiay--c---- Withdrawn, Hqs, DA
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ANNEX &

Task Organization

1st Squadron

1st Tlatoon, 919th Engr .

 2nd Squadron
3rd Platoon, 916th _I&xgr

3rd Squadren

2nd Tlatoon, 919th Engr
Ay Cava.lgz Troop

Reginenta). Contr_g;

Hq Trp, 11th iCR

L6th Sct Dog Plat

- 919th Engr Co (~)
33rd Cml Det |
LO9th 7R Det
59.15(: MI Det
17th PT Dot

'28th MH Dot

37th Med o

398 Trans Dot (CHM)

Lth TacP
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